More than 5 Years! An Unusually Long-Lived Dung Beetle (Scarabaeinae) in an Andean Agricultural Landscape.
Despite their importance as ecological indicators of anthropic perturbation, most of our knowledge about Neotropical dung beetles (Coleoptera: Scarabaeinae) is derived from studies conducted at the community level. To date, at a global scale, there is still incipient knowledge about the population ecology of the Scarabeinae species. The study of these insects at the population level offers new data pertaining to demographic aspects such as population size and adult longevity in the field. On the 6th of August 2017, within a patch of a cloud forest in the municipality of La Celia in Risaralda, Colombia, we recaptured a male specimen of Dichotomius aff. alyattes Harold that was marked 5 years ago, on the 15th of May 2012. The individual was marked with a number 8 on its right elytron and it was recaptured in the same patch forest, which has been sampled since 2008. After an exhaustive review of the field information and literature, this data represents the longest recorded longevity known for Scarabaeinae. Beyond being a fortuitous event, this recapture prompts a review of our ideas regarding the reproductive biology and vulnerability of dung beetle species in landscapes of high anthropic demand, with an emphasis on Neotropical species.